 Volume 1, Issue 3.                            [image: image1.png]



 September 3, 2011


ARE YOU PREPARED?

High winds, very dry, drought conditions mixed with hundred degree temperatures are perfect condition for the eruption of sudden and violent wildfires. Fueled by cedar undergrowth, shrubs and trees and by drawing on its own energy, fire is drawn upslope by the rush of rising super-heated air and the mechanical up-lift of the terrain.  That makes us living on these ridge lines more vulnerable to the devastation of wild fire.  By the time you smell the smoke it may be too late!  

Assess the situation, call the fire department right away and LEAVE!  This is all a prelude to relative happy ending if you are prepared.  Are you prepared?  This, the beginning of the last long weekend of the summer, Labor Day, all that is needed is a thoughtless smoker or careless camper to turn an otherwise fun-filled weekend into a tragedy.  If you’re prepared your safety and preservation of your keep-sakes can be assured.  

Often, under these conditions, smoke may not be the first sign of a wildfire minimizing your response time.  Therefore you must be able to pack your car and leave within 5 minutes of being alerted.

Pre-pack enough clothes, shoes, and undergarments for a day or 2 in an old suitcase, ready to go.

Collect your important papers, wills, deeds, marriage certificates, health records, etc in one 
location and immediately available.

Jewelry, coins, high-dollar value possessions if not in a safe deposit box keep them ready to go along with your check book(s) cash, and other legal tender (credit cards, travel checks, etc).  

Throw your CDs, external storage devices, and thumb drives in the cases with your laptop(s) and phones.

Don’t forget your medicines and pet needs as required.

Consider the needs of your neighbors.  If you or you know someone who might need assistance getting to safety don’t hesitate to ask for help.   

Consider too that the traffic may be heavy and the roads could be obscured by smoke or obstructed by accidents and/or emergency vehicles so you might want to have some bottled water and snacks with you; you might have to spend several hours in your car.  

Swimming goggles, if you’ve got them are great for preventing eye irritation and a wet kerchief or, better, a wet hand towel around the nose and mouth makes a good filter to minimize smoke inhalation.

Let’s all continue to hope and pray for the best, a safe and joyful weekend, but plan for the worst.
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