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Kiger said the item is tested to
verify it is gold or silver, a price
is agreed upon and identification
is checked. Their business writes
checks to the seller so a paper
trail is kept, plus they record the
person’s ID, the jewelry and the
issued check.

Although Temple’s ordinance
requires businesses to hold items
for 48 hours, Kiger said his busi-
nesses hold it for anywhere from
72 hours to two weeks so if the
item was stolen, that can be de-
termined.

“We don’t want to buy stolen

goods and we won’t buy from
people with no legitimate form
of identification,” he said.
.~ Leland Kjelland, owner of
" Mid-City Pawn at 10 N. Second
St. for 49 years, said the law re-
quires a person trying to pawn an
item to have some form of valid
identification, such as a driver’s
license, military ID or a green
" card. The description or photo on
““the ID must match the person
standing before him. He logs in-
formation, including a descrip-
tion of the item being pawned,
into the computer system.

Kjelland holds items for 21

days before he disposes of it, he
said. If someone pawns an item,
he holds it for one month plus 60
days, even though the law
changed a few years ago to one
month plus 30 days. He said that
is the way he always operated his
business and it gives people
more time to return for the item
if they want it back.

Police go to an online database
called Leads Online, where
pawn shops enter information,
he said. The police enter the de-
scription of a stolen item and the
computer searches the dd[tabase
for any matches.

Kjelland said 90 percent of
stolen jewelry is sold to gold
buyers who set up shop at area
hotels, not to pawn shops, be-
cause gold buyers come into
town and leave. In that case, the
jewelry is probably gone forever.
he said. :

A common problem among
people who come into the shop
to see if a stolen item is there is
they can’t describe the item in
enough detail. If they have a
photo or know the size and cut of
the stones involved, that gives
the pawnshop owner something
to work with, Kjelland said.
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